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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To eliminate mosquito noise by providing a 
noise elimination control means providing a 
characteristic of noise elimination adaptivefy for each 
block based on block type information decoded by a 
variable length decoding section so as to prevent a 
fogged image through weakening filter capability when a 
quantization error is small and through a strengthened 
filter capability when large. 

CONSTITUTION: A noise elimination control circuit 8 
receives block type information from a variable length 
decoding circuit 1 to detect a quantization step width 
to control adaptivefy a noise elimination processing 
circuit 6. That is, when the quantization error is 
small, that is, a quantization step width is small, a 
threshold level of a sigma filter used for a fitter to 
eliminate mosquito noise is selected small so as to 
weaken the fitter function thereby preventing a fogged 
image. As a result, the preservation of an edge is 
attained. When the quantization error is large, that is, 
a quantization step width is large, the threshold level 
is selected large to strengthen the filter function 



thereby eliminating mosquito norse. 
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